* TOPICAL EVENTS OF THE YEAR *

lower classes and the 6swell-mol}smen'$ the gentlemen
had their clubs. Police raids were unavailing.

The gaming sensation of the year, was the attack on
Lord de Ros by the Satirist newspaper, for cheating at
cards:

'A great sensation has been created in the clubs by a
circumstance which took place a short time back at
Graham's, when Lord de Ros, such is the report, was
detected in a greek movement that has for ever blasted
his character as a gentleman, and a man of honour. We
give the report as it has reached us, *'extenuating noth-
ing, nor setting down aught in malice". Lord de Ros was
playing at cards with Lord George Bentinck and George
Payne; after play had continued for a considerable time,
Mr. Payne observed something unusual in the manner
in which the suspected party dealt the pack, and which
led him more closely to watch his movements. Con-
vinced of his suspicion being well-founded, he very
quietly placed his hand upon the cards, called the waiter,
and had them sealed up with a view to their being de-
livered into the hands of the Committee. This deter-
mined proceeding on the part of Mr. Payne had such an
effect upon the noble Lord that he immediately left the
Club, and quitted town as soon as he could make the
necessary arrangements for that purpose. His Lordship
is, we believe, at present on the Continent.7

Lord de Ros threatened a libel action, to the indig-
nation of the Satirist. Ultimately an action was fought at
which such curious evidence was given that the plaintiff
was forced to go abroad, where he died soon after.

Duelling still flourished in spite of attempts to put it
down by the intervention of the police, or by ridicule.
An etiquette book for gentlemen of this date gives full
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